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CLEANUP AND ABATEMeNT ORDER NO. 11-037, CONOPCO AND CAL TRANS -FORMER 
CHROIiIAL PLAnNG FACILTY. LAWRY'S CAUFORNIA CDITER,"SAN FERNANDO 
ROAD, LOS ANGELES (FILE NO. 1S-484) 

OMr Mr. Fuelling and Mr. Ghebranioua: 

EndoMd is Cleanup a.1'Id Abatement Order No. 99-037. cfncting you to cleanup and abate the 
disCharges of chromium and hexavalent chromium into soli and uroundwater at the fonner 
Chroma! Plating facirlty. located at 528 san Fernando Road. Los Angeles. CIIlifomle. in 
accordance with the time schedule specified in Attachment A of the Order. 

This Order is issued under eectiOn 13304 of the C8Ufomia Water Code. Should you fail to 
comply with any provision of thiS Order, you may be aubject to further enforcement a*n, 
including injundion and civil monetary remedies, pursuant to appropriaW caJifomia Water Code 
sections indUding, but not limited to, &eCtion813304. 13350, 133S5t and 13388. 

If you have any questions conce1'r1inQ thiS Orcter. plnee contad: Me. Ana Veloz-Townsend at 
(213) 576-6788. 

0::: See Mating List 

CaIiftlmJo ElmrOIl."""" Prot«:tkm Agau:y 

0 .... 1'.-
(),u. ",..,.1110 pHMJW" ~ 1M qu/#y qf~'~..,. ratIfIftJII6 fDr 1M bRtidiI. of ___ ...t",-, _Iihat 

60/10'd LIO'ON GI:IG 66.VO un[ 8608-vvS-OI£:l31 UOSI8P3 H 83nJ8 



JUN-34-1999 14:23 

CAO No. 99-()37 Maiflng Ust Mayle, ,ses 

Mr. Dan Meer, U.S. EnVironmental Protection Agency, Region S. PelTnit$ Branch 
Mr. Jim KaNeI, state Water Resouroes Control Board, Division d w.ter Quality 
Mr. Jorge Leon, State Water Re&ourc:es Control Board, 0Ifice of Chief Counsel 
Mr. BnJce Edelson. Qualified Settlement Fund 
Ms. Eileen YVintemute. lFR Levine-Fricke 

Cflllffll7lic B"viro"tIIDI:bll ~"AgMCy 
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STATE OF CAUFORNIA 
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WAT!R QUAUlY CONTROL BOARD, 

WS ANGELES REGION 

CLEANUP AND A8ATEMENTOROER NO. 99:037 

REQUIRING CAL TRANS AND CONOPCO. INCORPORATED 
TO ClEANUP AND ABATE 

CONDITIONS OF SOIL AND GROUNDWATER POLLUTION 
CAUSED BY THE;,RB eASE OF CHROMIUM 

(FILE NO. 95-(94) 

The C8Iifomia Region8J Weter Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region. finds.: 

1. The former Chroma1 Plating ccmpany (ChromaI) lite is locatec.t at 528 San Fernando 
Road, Los Angeles, catifornia (the _>. ReIeMII Of hexavalent gwmiUm nave been 
doeumtried at the Site and these releases ~ impacted both the soil and waters of the 
State. 

2. The Site is compriHd of approximately 2.3 8C;R!S of vacant land. The former Chromal 
Plating Company was a commercieI plating facifily that occupied this I)I'Operty from the 
early 194as to the late 1959's. In 1959. ownership afthe northern portion of the ChromaJ 
site (coinCiding with the Golden St:mt Freeway overpaes and adjacent right-of-way area) 
was transferred to the State of CaDfomia (caJtrans). Owner&hJp of the southern portion of 
the Chromal site was sub&eqU8ntJy tl'enmerred to Conopco, Inc. which then used 1he 
property as • parking lot for the former Lawry's CsJifomia Center. In late 1998, QWJ'1efShlp 
of the southern portion of the Chroma! site was transfemtd from Conopco, Inc. to Nadler 
Cypress Holdings u.c. 

3. Conopco and caItrans (hereinafter c.lled the c:f-=-r;er) entered Jnto a RemedIation 
Agrwment, regarding ~ actiYitieB to be paformed at the fOrmer Chromal de. The 
Cattranl and Conopco, Inc. Qualified settJement fund was cntated to manage and fund 
the remediation of the ChrOmatsite. 

4. In 1991, Phaee I, Phase II. and Phase III of the loll and groundwater invMtigation 
.ctfvltfes were completed at the Site. Results were dOQ.UMnted in the report entitled 
SUfI'IITIBI)' of Phase I, 11 arid III Soil and Groundwater IIMISIigations through Oet;ember 
1991 dated June 4. 1892. prepmed by 1Avine-Fricke. Sol a&mJ»Ies coJIeeted axhibited 
metal concentnItIona rMSJlng from 0.06 to 7~ mgIkg in the ahaDow vadcu zone soils. 

5. In 1 G92. additional $Oil investigatiOna were completed at the ChromaI • in order to 
det9rmine the extractable concerd!: IItions of cmxmum in eoa. identi6ed during the 
pJeVious site aSSMament activitiea. Results were documenfed in variOuS reporb, and also 
are summarized in the ~ entitled Summe'Y of S~ Investigation Activities 
Through ~ 1992 dated January 25, 1993t prepa1'8d ~ I,.4tvinG--FriR. Sgil 
sampJea detected extractable cf1R)mfum coneentratIons up to 11 mg/L ancr total chromium 
concentrations up = 18.443 m;Ikg. 

May 28, 1911 
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6. In 1893, an additional soB Investigation and initiaf grounctwater investigation were 
completed at the ChromaI lite in order to defineate the verticaf .net lateral extent of 
chromlum-affected soil aru:f determine if groundwater had been Impacted by the rMase of 
c:tGmlum. Resufts WEn documented in the SolI 8I'KJ Ground-water AIJsessment 
Summary Report dated August 26, 1993. prep;nd by l.evIne-FriCke. Soil samples 
coJIected exhibited totaIl chromium. hexavaIet\t chromium. and extractable Chromium 
concenb'ations up to 8,800 mgIk;. ~10 mg/k;, and 8.3 ~ raspedively. Groundwater 
samples collected exhibbd total chromium and hexavalent du'omlum ccnoer Ib ations of 
11 and 12 mg/L;~. 

7. Based on the results from the previous site assessment activitiC&i. additional soU and 
groundwater investigations were conducted in 1994. ResuJt$ were documented in the 
Phs_ V Assa8ment Report elated October 18. 1994. prepared by Levlne-Fricke. Soil 
samples coUeCtecI exhibited total chromium conceiibations up to 3,100 mgIkg. 
Groundwater samples coUectecI exhibited total chtomJum and hexavalent Chromium 
coneenbdOns of 36 and 34 mgIl., respeetiveJy. 

8. Sevetal investigatIona of subsurface soil and groundwater were QOnducted from 1991 to 
1_. The SIte Assewnent Report dated November 4. 1997, prepared by levineo-Fricke. 
documents the inVeStigation rawlts. The subsurface Investigations have revealed that 
vadose Zon$ $O~I at the site contain elevated concentl8tiOns of chromium. T otaJ 
chrcmium concentrations are generally on the order of 100 to 1,000 mgIkg with a 
maximum of 19,443 MWkg. Hexavalent Chromium Is present at concenbations up to 
1.500 mgIkg. Hexavalent chromium has been measured in groundwater beneath the Site 
at conc;entrations up ttl 34 mgIL. 

9_ On September 15, 1998, a Remedial Action Plan dated September 14. 1988, prepared by 
Levine--Frfcke, for the ChromaI site was submitted to this Regional Board for staff review. 
The Remedial Action Plan (RAP) recommended In situ treatment and atabiD:z:ation of 
~paded vadoae zone &oils, whidl invo1ves using ferrous IUffate as a reducing 
agent and pottIar\d cement to stabiJiZe the mlxtln. The RAP also recommended 
atockpIling of excns treated soils, shaDow excavations. loading of excelS treated soil for 
atf.sIte (f1SpOl8l. and construction of an asphatt cap tNer the alta surface. The estimated 
quantity of soil to be prtXJetNd Is 8.600 wbic yards. 

10. The dIIchargttr developed temediaI goaJa for the putaction of both twrn.n health and 
grounc:Iwator quality. On Octob$r 21, 1998. the Regional Boatd coneurred with the 
reaxnmendIIUons set forth in the RAP, bUt also requested the test resuft5 from the 
treatability study prior to fukeaIe operation of the $oU rvmedilltion actMtiea. The results 
from the trutabIIity testing for the stabilization of lOlls conIaInJng dV'Omium at the site is 
documented in the Fourth ou.ter 1998 status Repat <fated ~ 8. 1999, ~ 
by L.evine-Fricke. 

11_ Quarterly groundwa1Itr monitoring has been conductecI for ~ximatefy six years. The 
Fitst QuBttw 1H9 Status Report dated April 9, 1999. prepared by Levine-Fric:ke 
summarizes the groundwater monItortng ..suits CDIIeeted to date. The chromium 
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groundwater plume identified appears to have stabilized and the chromium concentrations 
In groundwater have generally decreued over time. The graundwater wiD continue to be 
monitontd during soil remediation actMties and the neocI to Implement an active 
groundwater renHKiation system for tt. Cleanup of the c:hromium groundwater plume wm 
be evaJuated upon the completion of the 80Il remediation adMtias and one year of post... 
remedial groundWater monHoring. 

12. The Regfonal Board adopted an amended Water Quality Control PI." for the Coastal 
and watersheds of Los Angel .. and Ventura Counties (Basin Plan) on June 14, 1994. 
The Basin Plan desigrm.s beneficial us .. and eetabli&hes water quality objectives for 
inland surface waters, groundwater, coastal watel'$ and wetlands. ExIating or potential 
beneficial uses for groundwater underlying the Site indude municipal and domestic 
supply, agricultural supply. and Industrial process and MtViCe supply. 

13. 1hJs Order is an action ~ken for the protection Of the environment and, .. such, is 
exempt from the provisions of the CalifOrnia Environmental QuarJty Ad. in ~n:iance 
with Callfomia Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chaptera Section 15321. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED. pursuant to Water Code Section 13304, that caJtrans and Conapco, 
shaH comply with the fallowing requinments; 

1. Cleanup and tmate the eoncfition of $oit and groundwater pollution and ttveateoed 
poUution caused by the historic release of metals by impfementing the foUowing actions: 

8. Implement the RAP and any amendments presented by the dilcharger and 
approved by this Regional Board. Thi$ $haD lncIuCIe remediating the soli and 
groundWater to the cleanup level$ developed for the Site. 

b. Implement a quarterly groundwater monltortng program for all wells located on 
the site. Groundwater sampJel shall be analyzed, at a minimum, for voe'" total 
chromium, hexavalent chmmium, sulfate, chloride, boron, pH, temperature and 
TDS. Baseline groundwater data for theM conAtuents must be colleCted prior to 
implementing sOil remediation ac:tiviti ... 

The activities specified in Item 1a and b abOve shall be conducted. as necessary, 
according to the &ehedule of WDJk shown in Attachment A, or as subHquenUy 
revised and approved by the Executive Officer as the WCIk ptOQDeds. 

d. Quart8r1y gauging, sampling. and progress rvports detailing an aetMties 
implemented and AIIUItI obtained durin; the previaUi quarter, as required by this 
Order, 8haU be abnilted within 30 deye after the quarter ends. with the first report 
beginning February 1. 2000. VVith justification, the dischaIger' may request a 
dlan;e in the frequency of reporting for the e.c:utNe OIIIc:er's approval. 1'heGe 
reports mUll contain. at • mlnimum. the foJlowlna informalign: 
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(1) A summary of au ground water elevation measuntmenta from mean sea 
level and depths to ground war from all site monitorfng wells. M~ 
wens should be sounded for total depth at eadl gauging' event. Thi'$ 
inf~ nU be pre$ef1led in tabular form to InclUde weir location 
(1atitudeIJongit) and on a plot plan depicting the location of the 
bQr1ngelweu. with ground water contours depictfng ground water flow 
dintctkm and gradient information. Also. include contaminant 
isoconcentratio cont«ar maps in the reporta. 

(2) Analyses of aD ground water .. mpJes coDected from selocted site 
monitoring wells during the sampling period mgMher with an evalUation of 
all test results. Ground water semple collection prooecIUrv$ shall be 
according to an approved work plan. 

(3) The abcnte shall be 8Ubmitted by haR1-copy In a report and if requested. 
eJecIronioaDy in • format acceptable to the Executive 0fflQer. 

(4) AetMtie8 completed duq the reporting period and a final compilation of 
the actiVity modIfIcetiona proposed for the next rvporting perfod. All 
wori<plan modifications muat be approved by the Execvtive Offieer. 

e. A final report de8cribing any completed activities, 8$ detailed in Attachment A. 
and results shalt be submitted to this Board within 45 days following completion 
of any phase Of the soil and ground water deanup and investigation. 

f. The investigation and cleanup ~ shaH be directed and conducted by a 
RegiStered eMI engineer or GeologiSt, or a Certified Engineering GeoIo9ist or 
Hydrogeologist. 

2. Any investigation and deanup actlvltfes required by this Order. currently in progress or 
conducted in the past. 8haIJ be included and made a part of the cleanup program. 

3. Abandonment of any groundwater wellI{$) at the Site must be reported to the Executive 
Oftic;er in advance. MY groundwater welf removed must be ntplacecl Witt'lirt three 
menths, upon compietlon of the soil mnediation adivltlH. at a location approved by the 
ExeGUtive Officer; however. the ExecutIve Officer may approve of the abandonment of 
gmundwaler wen. without n!pI;icement. VYhen. weD i$ removed, aU work shaH be 
completed In accordanoe with aU appliCable well abandonment RJqUirementl. 

4. The RegiOnal Boani'. authorized representative shall be aDowed: 

a. Entry upon the Site, at JeUOnabie times, where • regulated fac::irlty or activity Is 
located, conduatad. or where records are kept, under the eonditions of thi$ Order; 

b. Acce88. at reasonable timea, to copy any recon:ls that are kept under the 
cond1tiona of this Ordctr; 
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c. To inspect any faciflty. equipment (mcJUd'm; monHorin& and control equfpment). 
practices, or operation$ rwgUfeted or required undtIr thi$ Order, at rasonable 
timeS; and 

d. To photograph. sample. and monttor for the purpose of a5SUring compliance with 
this Order. or as otherwi$e authorized by the California water Code. 

5. This Order is not intended to permit or allow the discharger to cease any work required 
by any other Order issued by thlS Regional Boatcf. nor shaft it be used .. a reason to 
stop or redirect any investigation or cleanup or rem8Cfiation programs ordetad by this 
Soard or .ny other agency. . 

6. The diacharger shaU provide to the Regional Board advance notice of any planned 
physical alterations to the facility or planned changes in the faoIlity's activitie& that may 
affec:t compliance with this Order. 

7. Thls Order does not exempt the cfJSCharger fi'om compliance with any other lawe. 
reguhltions. or ordinances which may be appllcable. nQr does it legalize these waste 
treatment and dispaAI facUitie8 and it leavea unaffected any further restraints on those 
f3citities which may be contained in other statutes or naquired by other agencies. except 
that compruance herewith shan not be deemed a violation of any of the ftngoing. 

8. The discharger shall provide to the Regional Board advance notice of any planmtd 
change In name. ownership, or control of the facility; provide notiee to any succeeding 
owner or operator of the existence of this Order by Jetter. fofward a copy of such 
notification to the Regional Board. 

9. The Reg10naI Soard through its executive Officer may revise this Order. as reasonably 
required, as additionaIlnfonnation on this Site becomes avaJ1ab1e. Upon request by the 
discharger, and for good cause shown, the Executive Officer may defer, delete or extend 
the date Of compJlance for any action required of the diScharger Under this Order. The 
authOrity of the Regional Soard. as contmned in the CaIifom!a w.ter Code (C\IVC). to 
order investigation and cleanup additional to that CIeacrlbed herein, based upon such 
new information, It in no way IImJted by thi, Order. 

10. Section 13304 of the ewe allows the FtegJonaJ Soard to recowr rneonabIe expenses 
from responsible parties to oversee cleanup and ab8tement of unregulated dischargesj 
whid1 have adveraely IIIfected waters of the State. 

11. This Order in no W&y limits the authority of the Regional Board as contained in the ewe, 
to J'1!qUire additional investigatiOn and cleanup pertinent to this project. baaed upon the 
di&coverY or receipt of new InformatiOn. It fa the intent of this Re;Ionaf Soard to Issue 
Waste Diseharge Requirwnenta or other Orders pUrsuant to Sections 13260, 13304. and 
13350 of the ewe when appropriate to facilitate this cleanup and abatement activity. 
AddltionaDy. continued monitoring of the ground water quaJJty beneath this SIte for 8 
defined periOd after the completion of this cleanup and abatement adivity may be 
requintd. 
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12. Failure to comply with the terms or OOndUion6 of thiS order may f'8Iult in imposition of 
cMI Jiabirrties, either admlnlstratlvety by the Regional 8gard or judiciany by the Superior 
Court in accordance with Section 13350 of the CWC, and/or referral to the Attorney 
General of the State of caIifOmia for such ec:tion _ he may deem appropriate. 

" 

O~by.~~ 
l /' DENNIS A ole 

tf~Offtcef 

Dated: May 28, 1_ 
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ATTACHMENT A 

B. GROUNDWATER MONITORING 

1. 
2. 

3. 

'. 
Submit the baHlne groundwater data 
Begin quarterly ~ monitoring 

Submit quarterfy groundMiter monitoring report 

A. SOIL AND GROUNDWATER REMEDIATION 

1. 
2. 
3. 
~. 

6. 
6. 

7. 

Beilin soil remediation activities 
Submit. final report for the soil remediation 
SUbmit an Evaluation of Groundwater Conditions Report 
Submit • work plan for groundwater remediation 
("If wammted) 
Bevin groundwater remediation (if warranted) 
SUbmit • final report for groundwater remediation 
(If wananted) 
Submit. final report for Cloture 
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June 28, 1999 
Foul1h Quarter 

1999 
February 1, 

May 1, 
August 1, 

."d November 1. 
each year. 

starting 
February 1, 2000 

June 30, 1999 
October 30, 1999 
october 30t 2000 
To be determined 

To be detennined 
To be determined 

To be determined 
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